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MEDICAL REFORM. { participated, but was adopted by a large ma- 


(jority, Drs. Holland, Harris and —-——, 
Medical Convention of the State of Ten- ; voting in the negative. 
nessee.—At the meeting of this Convention, ‘The 3d resolution was adopted unani- 
held in Nashville in October last, Dr. Bu- { mously. 
CHANAN submitted the following Resolu- | The third article in the order of business 
tions :— ; being taken up, Dr. Buchanan offered the 
Ist. Resolved by this Convention, that we > following resolutions. 
approve of the report of the committee on} Ist. Resolved, That we approve of the 
preliminary education, and the resolutions ‘resolutions accompanying the report of the 
accompanying the same, which were adopt- ?committee on the standard of requirements 
ed by the late National Medical Convention | for the degree of M. D., which were adopted 
held at Philadelphia in May last. by the late National Medical Convention, 
2d. Resolved, That we will be governed} and that we will do all in our power, hon- 
by said resolutions, and that we recommend } ourably, to sustain the college, or colleges, 
the adoption of the same to all our medical} which adopt and are governed by the same. 
brethren throughout the State. 2d. Resolved, ‘That we recommend to the 
3d. Resolved, That we will do all in our? consideration of all the physicians of the 
power honourably, to sustain the college, or} State these resolutions, and hope they will 
colleges, that adopt, and are governed by the} approve and aid in carrying them out. 
3d resolution. The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
On motion of Dr. Cooper, the resolutions? Dr. B. W. Avent, offered the following 
were taken up and acted on separately. resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 
The first resolution was adupted unani-} esulved, ‘That we approve of the code of 
mously. medical ethics adopted by the National 
The second resolution gave rise to an ani- § Medical Convention of Philadelphia in May 
mated debate, in which several gentlemen last, and that we will be governed by the 
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2 MEDICAL REFORM. 


same, and recommend its adoption to all our / tor of ‘‘ The Medical News and Library.” — 


medical brethren of the State. ’ Dear Sir:—A statement has been going the 
Dr. Ford offered the following resolution, ; rounds of the medical journals, to the effect 
which was unanimously adopted. ‘that the system of election by concours has 


Resolved, That a committee of three be ‘been abolished in France, and various com- 
appointed to procure the passage of such ‘ments are made upon this supposed change 
laws, as shall carry out, in the State of T’en- ; of policy, most of them to the effect that a 
nessee, the recommendations of the Na- / method which has been tried, and failed, in 
tional Medical Convention on the subject of § France, ought not to be thought of in this 
the registration of births, marriages and / ; country. As it is believed, by many of our 
deaths. ‘professional brethren, that the system in 

The President then appointed the follow- {question might be very profitably introduced 
ing committee: Drs. Ford, Buchanan and ‘to neutralize certain evils acknowledged to 
Robertson. ‘exist amongst us, it is proper that the action 

Tuespay Eventna, 7 o’clock. { which has really been taken upon it in France 

The Convention met according to ad- ; should be understood. 
journment. The following report of the; ‘The above statement is wholly erroneous. 
committee on preparatory schools for medi- a law relating to the organization of the 
cal instruction was received, and adopted: § medical profession was intruduced into the 

REPORT. Chamber of Peers, and there debated, in the 

Your committee, to whom was referred ; month of June last; it has yet to be taken 
the subject of preparatory medical educa- | up by the Chamber of Deputies, at their ap- 
tion, beg leave to submit the following as | proaching session. The law presented by 
their report. Your committee are of opinion, | the French ministry to the Peers was re- 
that the instructions ordinarily given to} garded by the medical profession of France 
medical students, in the offices of practi- bee a violation of their rights and usages, and 
tioners, are not adequate to the wants of the | provoked the severest criticism, and most 
pupils. ‘T'hey would therefore recommend | earnest protest, of every department of the 
the adoption of the following resolutions: medical press, and yet neither that law, nor 

Ist. Resolved, That this Convention re-}the very moditied one prepared by a com- 
commends to practitioners of medicine, who { mittee of the Chamber, interfered with the 
receive students into their offices, to devote } system of concours, except in so far as pro- 
strict attention to their instruction during } fessors in the faculty were concerned, main- 
the period of their pupilage. taining this system in all its vigour for the 

2d. Resolved, That the course of instruc- {election of agrégés, hospital physicians, &c. 
tion be full and comprehensive, embracing ; Even as regards professors, the Chamber 
the following studies: —Anatomy, General, ; preserved inviolate the right of physicians 
Special and Pathological; Surgery, Materia Sto choose their teachers of the schools, by 
Medica, Practice of Medicine, Midwifery, ‘limiting the nomination, accorded to the 
Chemistry and Physiology. ‘ minister, to the choice of candidates proposed 

3d. Resolved, That this Convention re- i by certain medical and scientific bodies. 
commends the propriety of establishing pri- | But even this concession did not satisfy the 
mary medical schools, in which pupils may ; medical profession in France, and with great 
be prepared to enter medical colleges: unani- { unanimity it prepared to defeat the proposed 








mously adopted. {law when it should reach the Chamber of 
The following resolution was then intro- } Deputies. For this express purpose the 
duced by Dr. Mayfield. ; well-known surgeon, M. Malgaigne, was 


Resolved, That this Convention appoint a ‘elected a deputy from one of the districts of 
committee of three, to memorialize the legis- { Paris, and at the proper time he is expected 
lature to amend the charter of the State Medi- {to defend and maintain the concours as it 
cal Society, so as to give it the power of | now exists. 
granting charters to County Medical Socie-$ Nor is this all. M. Salvandy, the minis- 
ties, which, after some discussion, was ‘ter of instruction, finding his plan so unpa- 
adopted. The President appointed Drs. R. ‘ latable to the physicians, addressed a circular 
Martin, Mayfield, and Winston, committee. {to the faculties of the three medical schools 

= of France, in Paris, Montpellier, and Stras- 

The System of ‘‘Concours.”’—To the Edi- ‘ burg, asking their opinion in regard to the 
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concours for professors’ chairs. The vote in 
the Parisian faculty was as follows:—In fa- 
vour of the concours, MM. Orfila, Marjolin, 
Richard, Piorry, Bouillaud, Bérard, Gerdy, 
Blandin, Roux, Velpeau, Denonvilliers, Du- 
méril, Cloquet. 
scheme, MM. Andral, Chomel, Fouquier. 
The faculties of Montpellier and Strasburg, 


with equal unanimity decided in favour of. 
‘correspondent supposes: every reader of a 
‘paper is supposed to have enough brains to 
‘protect himself; and if he is foolish enough 


the concours. 
Hence it is certain, that even if the Cham- 


ber of Deputies should pass the law as it 


came from the Peers, they will do so in di- } 
yin the journal, any mischief which follows is 


rect opposition to the wishes of nearly the 
entire medical profession in France. It is ‘ 
hazarding little to predict, that the popular | 
branch of the Legislature will not dare to} 
enact a law so universally condemned. 

We hope to see this subject of concours | 


'swallowed them! 
‘rance will suffice for conducting the medical 
‘department of a newspaper. 
‘disgrace to some of our leading journals, 
_ that, before giving circulation to paragraphs 
In favour of the ministerial ‘ 
‘them to be revised by men who understand 
‘the subject. 


SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 3 


Any amount of igno- 


It is a positive 


on medical subjects, the editors do not cause 


The editors cannot, however, 
be made legally responsible in the way our 


to fullow the quasi-medical advice published 


‘considered to be a proper punishment fur 

his fully.—Lond. Med. Gaz., Oct. 1847. 
Chlorine as a Disinfectant in Cholera.— 

Mr. Heraratu has published in the Times 


for professorships discussed in the United | (London newspaper), a letter, in which he 
States; if the system could once be natu- { alleges that chlorine possesses the power of 
ralized amongst us, it would probably ed preemie the contagion of cholera. The 
more to diminish the number of speculators } ; inexpediency of making the daily journals 
in teaching than any other plan that coulda medium for communications on scientific 
be devised. Most of the colleges which subjects, is, we think, strikingly shown by 











have lately sprung up, upon what has been } 


the following letter, which has since appear- 


wittily called the ‘‘ vote-yourself-a-chair’’ } ed in that journal :— 


principle, would then fall into the normal and 


| 


‘ kindly published the result of his experi- 
SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS | 


| 


g 


| 


original insignificance of their projectors. 
Ss. 


SS, 


OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 
Prescribing in Newspapers —Sir—Can 
we be surprised at the number of deaths 
which daily occur in children, when we see 
such paragraphs as the following, in a paper 
largely circulated amongst the poor ? 





‘* To the Editor of the Times. 
‘*Srr—Your paper the other day con- 
tained a letter from Mr. Herapath, who has 


ments as to the most efficacious remedy 
against the infection of cholera. Would he 
be kind enough to add whether the oxide of 
manganese is to be obtained of any ordinary 
country chemist, and also what quantity of 
it would be sufficient for use at one time ? 
He also intimates that clothes may be in- 


‘Cure for Dysentery.—Half a noggin of  jured i in their colour by the use of the chlo- 


logwood, well boiled and strained, half a 
glass of port wine, and twenty drops of | 


Jaudanum, have proved successful in check- ' g 
For children, only ‘ 


ing dysentery in adults. 


‘i 


rine gas. Would there then be risk of the 

furniture in a house being spoiled by fumi- 
gation,—the paper on the walls, &c. ? 

‘*T imagine that in all cases of infectious 


fifteen drops of laudanum should be used.’’ } disease this chlorine gas would be a safe dis- 


—Sunday Times, Oct. 3. 

Such a prescription (') will not bear any 
remarks, but I think it is important to know, 
whether in the event of an accident from the 
use of it, the editor of the paper could not 


be punished—doubtless he is morally guilty 





infectant. If this letter should elicit a reply 
from Mr. Herapath, it might confer a benefit 


‘on many who are perhaps as inexperienced 
a myself. 


‘© A Country CLERGYMAN.” 
The simplicity of this letter is really 


of a great crime in permitting its insertion. jamasing. Here is a gentleman who pro- 


I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
4th October, 1847. M.D. 
*.” We very often see published, in re- 
spectable newspapers, ‘‘sovereign reme- 
dies,’’ which, if strictly followed, would 
infallibly cause the death of those who 


panera to disinfect his house upon a large 
scale, while at the same time he does not 
appear to know chlorine from black oxide 
of manganese! Without any suspicion of 
consequences, it is obvious that he is quite 
prepared to incur the risk of suffocating his 
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4 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


wife and family, and destroying his furni- / commendation of their commanding officer, 
ture, &c.: and by the last paragraph of his / and while their skill and attention rescued 
letter, we apprehend that he would try his; from death an unprecedentedly large propor- 
destructive experiments upon the lives and / tion of their patients, the anxiety and exposure 
property of his parishioners. In the first } incident to their arduous duty, left them with- 


) 


place, we do not believe that chlorine has the } out the strength to resist the disease when 
slightest power of destroying the contagion ; themselves attacked. Some of the most ac- 
of cholera: it removes certain foul smells, } complished of their highly meritorious corps 
and thus indirectly tends to remove the foci! have fallen victims to the disease of the 
of contagion, but there is no proof that it } season. 

acts in any other way. But there can at; ‘I respectfully urge that the increase of 
the same time be no doubt that it is a very the number of surgeons, and of assistant 
dangerous agent to place in the hands of} surgeons, recommended in the accompany- 
those who are not fully acquainted with its}ing report of the Chief of the Bureau of 
properties. ‘I'o say nothing of its destroy- Medicine and Surgery, to be authorized by 
ing and damaging most of the articles of } law; the unusually large number of vessels 
furniture in a house, a very small quantity | in commission, makes this increase a matte? 
received into the lungs may do much injury, of urgent necessity.’’ 

giving rise to cough by spitting of blood, and} A Board of Naval Surgeons, consisting of 
other bad symptoms. In the hands of per- | Surgeon James M. Greene (President), Sur- 
sons so inexperienced as the ‘‘ Country geons W. S. W. Ruschenberger, Robert J. 
Clergyman,’’ it is impossible to say what} Dodd, Thomas L. Smith and William Max- 
amount of mischief might not be perpe-{ well Wood, (members,) assembled at the 
trated, before he could be cured of his en- Naval Asylum on the 11th October. 
thusiasm on the subject. We trust, there- Of the candidates examined for admission 
fore, for the sake of his wife and family, ¢into the Navy as Assistant Surgeons, the 
his domestic furniture, and his parishioners, } following were found qualified and approved 
he will be kept in the same state of happy ; for appointment : 

ignorance in which he is at present. Even? 1. William Lowber, of Pa. 

if chlorine possessed the disinfectant proper- 2. D. Warren Brickell, ‘‘ Miss. 

ties which it is alleged, it would, we believe, 3. George H. Howell, ‘‘ Pa. 


— 


PA 


be unsafe to trust it in the hands of those } 4. D. B. Phillips, ss Va. 
who are not well acquainted with its proper- 5. Ashton Miles, “* Ky. 
ties. —Lond, Med. Gaz., Oct. 1847, 6. Phineas J. Horwitz, ‘ Pa. 
’ The same Board will resume its sessions 





~ 


MEDICAL NEWS. {on the 10th of January, 1848, for the exami- 
— ; nation of Assistant Surgeons for promotion, 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. and also, probably, of candidates for admis- 
Medical Corps of the Navy.—We take ‘ sion into the navy. 
from the late Annual Report of the Secre- § - 
tary of the Navy, the following notice of the} Gallantry of the Army Medical Officers.— 
medical corps of the Navy, an increase of} The gallantry displayed by the medical of- 
which, it will be seen, is recommended : | ficers of the army, in the war with Mexico, 
‘* During the past season, I regret to state, } is beyond all praise, and has won for the 
sickness has prevailed with much violence } corps imperishable laurels. We are happy 
in the Gulf Squadron, and at the places oc- } to record the following statement : 
cupied by our naval forces along the coast.; ‘‘In the action in which Walker was 
Many valuable officers and men have fatten | killed, Surgeons Reynolds and Laner have 
under the ravages of fever. Butitis asource} won great praise, charging as they did with 
of great satisfaction that the number of deaths} the mounted force. 
has been small in proportion to the number} ‘* Surgeon Reynolds, who, on this occa- 
of cases of yellow fever and of fever of other sion, had volunteered to accompany the small 
malignant type. No class of officers has | band of cavalry, charged side by side with 
suflered greater proportionate loss than the; Capt. Walker, and continued fighting by his 
medical corps of the navy. Their heroic} side in both parts of the engagement, until 
devotion to their professional duties has re-} the latter fell mortally wounded, and after 
ceived, as it deserved, the warm and putt bogening back his body and receiving his 



































FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 5 





dying breath, again returned to the front, ‘cholera continued to advance towards the 
and there remained until the arrival of the north and east. Cases of it had occurred at 
reinforcements. Surgeon Reynolds captured | Orel, at ‘Toula, and even in the village of 
a Mexican Lieutenant of the Artillery, and Pensa, situated at only filly leagues from 
taking from him his sword, delivered him’) Moscow. In the province of Astrakan, in 
over a prisoner to the American forces ; and » > which there were 31,300 inhabitants, 5,915 
after the termination of the battle, he paaelootart cases had occurred, and 3,131 deaths. The 
the duties of his profession, and properly per- | disease . still raged with great severity at 
formed his amputations and other operations ‘ T’scharno-Jarsk, and in the environs. At 
on the field of battle.’’ ; Saratoff, the capital of the province of that 
= penny 2,500 persons had been attacked, 
St. Louis Medical Classes.—It is stated , 1,991 of whom died. In the country of the 
(Missouri Med. and Surg. Journ.), that there | Cossacks of the Don there had been 12,651 
are about 200 students attending the medical cases, of which 7,017 terminated fatally. 
lectures in the two schools at St. Louis;—’ At Charcow 53 persons had been carried 
about 150 of whom are in attendance at the | off, and on September 15th there were 588 
University of Missouri, and about 50 at St. ; sick at Kursk. At Woronesch, a town 
Louis University. ‘with a population of 44,000, the cholera 
_ ' broke out on the 4th of September, with 
Berkshire Medical Institution.—On the | 420 new cases, and 150 deaths had occurred 
10th of November last, the degree of M. D.; daily. On the 16th, there were 1,019 per- 
was conferred on fifty of the class. sons ill of the cholera in the hospital, 418 of 
_— whom were attacked on the same day. The 
Supposed Removal of the Liver. — The} number of deaths on that day was 152.— 
public have been recently startled by the} Lond. Med. Gaz., Oct. 29. 
announcement in the papers, that a physi- } - 
cian of Ohio had performed the shane Ravages of the Influenza in Great Britain. 
operation of removing the entire liver from} —For some weeks this epidemic has pre- 
the human subject, the patient being after-; vailed more extensively than perhaps has 
wards ‘‘as comfortable as could be apie ee before been experienced. ‘The pro- 
ed.’’ It seems from a card, since published } vincial newspapers report its presence in 
by the operator, that the liver proved to be; many localities, especially in the north. 
an enormous ovarian tumour. ; Letters from Edinburgh state that it is 
{ravaging the east coast of Scotland, from 
ai ; Aberdeen to Arbroath and Dundee, and has 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. ; also commenced in Edinburgh. The teach- 
Epidemic Cholera—The Universal Ga- } ers of the Edinburgh Academy found their 
zette of Prussia publishes the following let- {classes so remarkably thin, at the end of 
ter of the 17th from St. Petersburg :--‘‘ The} last week, that some holidays had to be 
cholera makes fresh progress in the two; granted; and the Jord provost gave liberty 
directions which it is following in Russia. }to suspend attendance on the classes in the 
It has just broken out in the governments of ; ; high school for a week, for the same cause. 
Simbirsk, Kazan, Nijni- Novogorod, Riasan, > On Sunday the churches were all very thinly 
Poltowa, and Tamboff. Thus far, it does | attended. In Montrose it is very prevalent 
not appear disposed to spread on the side of | amongst the young, and it is reckoned that 
Podolia and Galicia, and it even appears to } ; fifteen per cent. are absent from all the 
have very little intensity in that neighbour- { schools or 810 in all. In London and its 
hood. In that direction it has only shown {neighbourhood influenza extensively pre- 
itself on one point--at Ickaterinoslaf, where } vails. It has been stated that several hun- 
it traversed the Dneiper. Without counting / dred boys, in the St. Paul’s and Christchurch 
Georgia, Caucasus, and the country of the} schools, are on the sick list, and Merchant 
Cossacks of the Black Sea, it already reigns { Tailors’ School has been prematurely closed 
in sixteen governments, On the 30th ult.{ for the Christmas holidays, in consequence 
it broke out at Moscow.”’ of the illness of a large proportion of the 
Letters trom St. Petersburg, of the 5th of; pupils. The business of some of the public 
October, state, on the authority of the official } offices has also been impeded, from the clerks 
reports received by the government, that the § being affected with the disorder, and in the 











6 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


busiest depar!ment of the public service—the ! science, and to aid in the determination of 
post-oflice—140 clerks were reported to be the influence of climate, temperature, locali- 
absent last week. In manufactories and) ty, &c., on the human constitution. Such 
wholesale houses much inconvenience has’ an institution, as is thus contemplated, must 
been felt from the same cause. ‘The book- ‘bring forth most excellent results in the 
sellers of Paternoster-row have had some! advancement of medical science, and the 
difficulty in getting through the business of; French will be raising up a class of physi- 
‘Magazine Day,’’ from the absence of a> cians specially adapted to their service in 
large number of their assistants. It has, their own foreign possessions, and will have 
proved extensively fatal. The returns of} those who can teach the phenomena and 
the registrar-general of deaths, &c., for the; treatment of foreign diseases in their own 
week ending Nov. 27, show a great increase ; country—a branch of instruction which is 
of mortality in the metropolis, in comparison } quite omitted in the medical education of 
to that of the corresponding season, which’ England, even to those much requiring it— 
has averaged 1046 for the last five years.; viz., those employed in the medical depart- 
But there died in London and its vicinity, ments of our foreign service. —Lancet, Oct. 
during the past week, no fewer than 1677; 16, 1847. 
individuals, or 631—about sixty per cent.—} 
above the average. The table showing the; Treatment of Neuralgia by Superficial 
causes of death, exhibits the greatest increase } Cauterization.—The treatment of neuralgia 
of casualties from bronchitis and pneumonia, } and of its painful symptoms has, as well as 
diseases closely allied to what is popularly‘ that of many other diseases, derived some 
termed influenza. It is rumored that deaths; benefit from ethereal inhalations. It is not 
have occurred in Greenwich Hospital during} only to the temporary arrest of pain during 
the last fortnight at the rate of twenty per | insensibility that we refer, but to the method 
diem, out of a total number of about 2000 } recommended by M. Valleix, and which has 
pensioners. Yesterday, the registrar of) already in several instances been productive 
births and deaths for the district of St. Mar-) of the most advantageous results. Thirteen 
tin’s-in-the-fields, received notice of the} cases of neuralgia, occupying various seats, 
death of a woman and her five children in} are recorded in the Union Médicale, by M. 
Bedfordbury, Covent-garden, who have’ A. Notta; ten were speedily cured, two 
fallen victims to the prevailing disease.—)} were relieved only partially, and in one no 
Lancet, Dee. 4. ; benefit was derived from the treatment, 
—_ which consisted of very superficial cauteriza- 
Sanatary Physicians.—The French Go-? tion with the actual cautery during ethereal 
vernment is now making arrangements to} insensibility. In several instances one ap- 
send out physicians to its several foreign} plication was sufficient; in others it had to 
ports, and also to ports of other countries, } be repeated a second time.—Med. Times, 
especially in the East, which are frequented ' Oct. 30. 
by French people, or have in any way direct ° _ 
> Suicide— Important Decision respecting 


— 


communication with France. These sana- ; 
tary physicians, as they are defined, are to’ Policies of Life Assurance. — Exchequer 
examine into the state of health of all vessels, } Chambers, June 16.—This case, Clift v. 
and of their crews, entering into French? Schwabe, which came before the court on a 
ports; and those physicians stationed at; writ of error, was to try the effect of a clause 
foreign ports of an unhealthy character are > usually inserted in life assurance policies, to 
to inquire into the sanatary state of those} the effect that the policy became void should 
places, and to visit the crews of ships,{the insurer commit suicide. The insurer 
and the passengers embarking, in order to} had effected five policies in the Argus Office 
assure themselves of the hygienic condition} for £999 each, and last year, while suffering 
of all about to sail for France. These sana-} from insanity, committed suicide. The de- 
tary physicians will also be directed espe-$ fendant brought an action against the present 
cially to study the characters of foreign dis-} plaintiff, which was tried before Mr. Justice 
eases—of all epidemics arising and prevail-} Cresswell, and a verdict was afterwards 
ing in such regions; and owing to the op-} given inher favour. The jury, on that trial, 
portunities they possess, will be expected to} were directed to find whether, at the time 
contribute to the advance of ethnographical} the deceased commiited the act, he was able 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 7 


to distinguish between right and wrong, so | irresponsible; the gradations were scarcely 
as to have a moral responsibility. ‘The jury | perceivable. An insane man could no more 
found that he was unable to distinguish. A :commit suicide than he could murder, and 
bill of exception was tendered to the sum- } ‘ whether an insane man could intend anything 
ming up of the learned judge. ‘Their Lord- ; was a matter requiring the gravest considera- 
ships this morning delivered judgment in ‘tion. Insanity produces delusion, and should 
the cause. ‘aman then mistake an instrument of death 
The Lord Chief Baron and Mr. Justice {for one of music, and instead of playing kill 
Wightman were of opinion that Mr. Justice | , himself; should a man fancy himself an 
Cresswell was right in the view he had ‘apostle, and so think it his duty to die the 
taken of the case at the trial. It was proved | death of a martyr—where was the destruc- 
that the insurer took poison while in an un- ;tion? Some clear and simple rule on this 
sound state of mind. The words in the} subject ought to be laid down. In his 
policy were, ‘‘should commit suicide ;”? and | ‘opinion, if death came, whether by affecting 
the question related to the meaning of those ; ; the senses or affecting the reason, the in- 
words. Did they mean the act of a party ‘surance office was liable under this policy. 
responsible and capable of distinguishing be- | ‘If the act was not the act of a sane and rea- 
tween right and wrong, or did they mean ‘ ' sonable creature, but the event of any delu- 
the act of one who, producing his own death, ‘sion, it was not the act of the man. He 
while his judgment was perverted by disease, ; was, however, sorry to say, that the majority 
was insane upon every point but that one sof the court was at variance with that of his 
which caused destruction? What was meant : ‘brother Wightman and his own. Barons 
by the word ‘‘suicide?’’ It was a very mo- | ; Parke, Anderson, and Rolfe, and Mr. Jus- 
dern one; it was first met with in ‘‘ Hale’s | tice Patteson, were in favour of the plaintiffs 
Pleas of the Crown.’’ It was in Blackstone, ‘ ‘in error. The distinction between felon sui- 
and in nearly every dictionary, and they ;cide and not felon suicide, seemed to show 
rendered it ‘‘ self. murder’’—‘‘ the slaying of {that suicide did not contemplate a criminal 
one’s self.’’ Moore, in his book printed in {act. The meaning of the words were, if the 
1790, said there were many exceptions to ;man should kill himself; no other question 
the general rule of guilt; for although every {should have been put. Ifa man voluntarily 
person who terminated his existence by his ; kill himself, it was of no consequence whe- 
own hand committed suicide, yet he did not ‘ther he was sane or not. The judgment of 
always commit self-murder. Ifa man killed ; the court below for the present defendant in 
himself involuntarily, it came under the legal ; error, must, therefure, be reversed.—Daily 
definition of accidental death. The word had ‘ News. 
never been used by any law-writer but in the 
sense of criminally taking away one’s own Regulation of Druggists in Turkey. —It 
life. Hale defined suicide to be committed § ‘has been the custom in T urkey, as it is now 
when a man of age and discretion, and com- ‘in England, to allow a person to take up 
pos mentis, voluntarily killed himself. The the trade of a druggist, or dispenser of medi 


question, however, was really what was the {cines, without having gone through any spe- 
meaning of the parties to the policy. The {cial studies. The trade appears to have been 
words were, ‘‘commit suicide ;’’ but would; hereditary in Turkey, and the only know- 
that infer the committal of a crime ?—*“‘ or ‘ledge of drugs acquired by the son was that 
die by duelling, or by the hands of justice.’’ { which he might have derived by serving in 
The latter infers a criminal act, not a result the shop of his father. Considering that it 
of insanity. ‘The object of the policy gene- | would be unjust to deprive the present race 
rally was to make a provision for the family, ; of druggists of the privileges which they had 
and the insurer was protected against acci- {thus acquired through the laxity of govern- 
dents. The plaintiffs in error said that if a ‘ment, the Turkish minister has ordered that 
man retained just enough intelligence to all those who are now in practice might 
produce death by competent means, but was ‘continue to exercise the trade; but that no 
deprived of all moral sense, the policy was | person could hereafter be permitted to dis- 
void. He could not think that the insurer {pense drugs who had not previously gone 
so meant. If his intellect was gone wholly ‘through a special course of study. It is also 
or partially, there could be no difference ; {ordained that all those who are at present 
for in law a man was either responsible or acting as druggists, shall not be permitted to 
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sell their business to any person not pos- ;la Seine, and condemned to the hulks for 
sessed of a diploma; and that, in the event. six years.—Jbid. 
of their wishing to bequeath the business to ; —_ 
their children, these must have previously} Obituary Record.—Died, at Berlin, on the 
gone through the prescribed course of study. ‘11th of November, Prof. DigerrenBacu. On 
his wise measure will tend to produce great ,the morning of the day just mentioned, he 
benefit throughout the Turkish dominions. ? appeared in his usual health and spirits. At 
We are accustomed to regard the Turks two o'clock he arrived at the Hospital of la 
as far below us in the scale of civilization; Charité, Berlin, where he delivered a clinical 
yet the above ordinance shows, that, in : lecture and received the visit of two French 
reference to a subject of great importance to‘ physicians. He also performed an operation 
the health of the community, they can fairly ° for aneurism, and afterwards engaged in con- 
claim precedence.—Zbid. , versation with his two friends, in which he 
: referred to the operation. Suddenly M. Dief- 


Effects of Solitary Confinement.—At a. fenbach turned himself, dropped his head 
fects of § at 

. ' 9 Uae é f the gentle- 
late meeting of the Congress of Penal Re- § — ee nse be “ 
form held at Brussels, Dr. Chassinat, drm he ia ‘olin om nc we — 
Paris, gave the results of his experience of | ssing g ; 


the effects of the cellular system of confine- ; which was intended only for his ear. As 


, ; he remained in this position, it was perceived 
ment on mind and body. His report was} P : P 


(that something had happened to him. M. 
by no means fevoureble'to the system. Af- } Angelstein, one of the physicians of the hos- 


any lengthened period the mortalit ; 
~~ 6 P ; ceeetia pital, arrived and endeavoured to bleed him, 
amongst young persons submitted to it was } 


eer age ; . } but without effect. The illustrious surgeon 
infinitely greater than in other prisons. Not- | ' a 
: ° : , had ceased to live. The autopsy not having 
withstanding the dreadful moral influences ; 4 : 
. . ‘ been made at the time our former communi- 
surrounding the forgats of the French: ~~ ' 
che ' . > cation was sent from Berlin, we are ignorant 
bagnes, yet they had air, sunshine, motion, } ' 
) at present of the immediate cause of death. 
and labour; the confinement, compared to} ,, ; ; 
) The loss of M. Dieffenbach to science and 
the cellular system, was a species of free- } —paane 
. surgery is very great; but to the University 
dom ; the consequence was a better physical} >”. rei 
and public of Berlin it is irreparable. 


condition. In the juvenile prison of Ro-;~ ,,'. 
Phe owe > This celebrated surgeon was born in 1795, 
quette, a youth with weak constitution could : 


not expect to live more than two years. He} at Keonigsberg, and he first devoted himself 


: ee Sto the study of theology. It was not till 
quoted various statistical returns to prove 


“he 
that the application of the separate system after the war of 1814 or 1815, in which he 


; ; Wiha: . took part as a volunteer, that he devoted 
to juveniles was most injurious. What, ? P - 


himself to medicine. 
then, should be the substitute? He found; himself to medicine. In 1812 he repaired to 
nen . : Paris, and became a pupil of the illustrious 
it in the agricultural colonies ; those of Clair- D ' peters f fossed 
vaux and Fontenraux had been very success- § ae cout ieee " ce 7 ioe —_ 
ful. Their statistics were all in their favour, ange " , sea yr cae Meo ows : ee 
' ' ne , 

and must lead to their being generally in ne lh hts pte egy — 
uhegnd-~~lild performed many important operations, which 

were followed by complete success, and 
founded such a reputation as was not tardy 


Ether in Cholera.—Dr. Bruno Taron, a}. 
¢in becoming European. He was a Professor 


1g} aE m\' ri atl + tat i » ‘ > 24 P 
pays ie: eleereneyes ‘aoe yabien ows Gaseite in the University of Berlin, and President of 
des Hopitaux that, having been seized with ' ' 

; the Council of Health. All the academies 

the symptoms of cholera, during the second 

ging of Europe had enrolled him amongst the 
epidemic at Marseilles, he was completely ntatieanailiiiea “i d f th 
relieved by the inhalation of ether.—JZed. eee ae aa . san worvaliaglinen 
Times, Nov. 13, 1847. ‘et 8 conferred decorations upon 

M. Dieffenbach has left in manuscript a 

Ether.—Vinné (de Nevus), a quack den-{ very extensive work “ On Etherization,”’ 
tist, accused of having abused the persons of? and he had nearly completed one on ‘‘ The 
two young women whom he had first ren- 3 History of Surgery,”’ illustrated by nume- 
dered insensible by the inhalation of ether, } rous drawings executed by himself.— Med. 
was fuund guilty by the Cour d' Assizes de 3 Times, Nov. 27. 
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